Fisher Ohio MBA Essays 2012-2013

Essay questions give you the opportunity to present yourself more fully to our MBA Admissions Committee and to provide insight into your experiences, goals, and thought processes.

Required Essay Format: Double space your essays, and use a font that is easy to read (e.g. Arial). We suggest a 10-point font. Stay within the limit of number of words per essay.

 Characteristics Of A Good Essay: Be genuine. The content and wording should reflect who you are and allow the MBA Admissions Committee to gain insight into your personality and what motivates you. Be the sole author of your essays. While we encourage you to seek feedback from family, friends, and business colleagues, we strongly discourage you from letting their feedback influence the core thought processes that drive this creative exercise. Provide examples. Making a general statement about who you are or citing your accomplishments is powerful only if you can provide the reader with underlying examples of actions that define your personality or activities that led you to success in a given project or work assignment. Invest time in writing your essays. Since the MBA Admissions Committee places great emphasis on well-structured, well-written essays that allow them to get a true "feel" for you, essays play an important role in the overall evaluation of an application.

Fisher Ohio Essay 1. Shaping Your Vision: Every year Fisher College’s MBA program admits a select group of talented professionals with demonstrated potential to become successful business leaders in an increasingly competitive, global environment. Why do you want to earn an MBA degree in general and a Fisher College MBA in particular? How will Fisher specifically assist you in achieving your individual potential? As a part of your response, include a brief summary of your professional accomplishments to date. If you have not held a full-time job or are still in college, let us know about your leadership accomplishments in a school, internship, or extracurricular context. (maximum 750 words)

Fisher Ohio Essay 2. For your second essay, choose either Focusing on Leadership or Discovering You.

Focusing on Leadership: One of Fisher's strengths is its dedication to developing leaders. Listed below are 10 attributes that characterize great leaders. Please select the two criteria that best describe your strengths and provide us with concrete evidence to support your choices. Write an essay for each of the two characteristics you select, describing situations in which you exemplified these leadership traits. Please title each of your essays with the specific trait (e.g. 'endurance') that you have chosen for yourself. As part of your essay response, you may include a digital photo or link to content (e.g. blog, video clip, website, etc.) if that content helps to illustrate the attribute(s) you have chosen. Please be sure to title each essay with the characteristic you selected.

Integrity, Empathy, Curiosity, Endurance, Creativity, Global awareness, Passion, Vision, Self Awareness, Communication and interpersonal skills

(Maximum 500 words per attribute)

Discovering You: As a Fisher College MBA student, you get the best of both worlds: the up-close and personal feel of a small program combined with the resources and opportunities offered by a major research university. As an individual participant, you will play a key role in shaping our culture. Consequently, we would like to learn more about who you are and the unique characteristics you will contribute to the Fisher College community. Provide an honest description of yourself outside your professional context, stressing the personal characteristics you believe to be your strengths and weaknesses, along with the factors that have most influenced your development to date. (maximum 750 words)

Fisher Ohio Optional Essay. Please feel free to provide a statement concerning any information you would like to add to your application that you have not addressed elsewhere. (maximum 250 words)

 Fisher Ohio Resume: A detailed resume or curriculum vitae gives the MBA Admissions Committee a snapshot of your professional and academic career and serves as an indication of how well you are able to sell yourself on paper. Since our Career Management Office is represented on the Admissions Committee, the resume also gives us an idea of how you would present yourself to a prospective employer and helps them evaluate your potential for successful placement upon completion of the Fisher MBA program. Please include all of the following in your resume, if applicable, and account for the time since the beginning of your university education: Your contact information (full name, mailing address, phone number, and email); Employment history (with details of primary duties and accomplishments in each position held); Extracurricular and/or community activities; Languages (read, spoken, and/or understood); Military record.  
MBA Resume Writing Tips      mba resume writing

The resume is one of the most underrated components of your MBA application. With essays, scores, uploads and interviews buzzing around the applicants' head, it is easy to forgot that the unglamorous resume is often the most referred document in the application process. Though an average MBA application resume might receive less than 30 seconds per viewing it is referenced by almost every application evaluator. So crafting an effective MBA application resume is as important as developing any other application component. The basic principles of MBA Resume writing are as follows:

Not the usual suspect The career-oriented resume that you have been editing and updating throughout your professional life will prove inadequate while attempting to portray the varied, differing and additional areas of focused interest and achievement in your b-school application resume. Keeping this in mind, use 30%-50% of the resume for emphasizing your academics, community activities and hobbies, and give the professional section just 50%-70% of the space (unlike the 80%-95% you would in a job-oriented resume).

YOU It is about YOU; so focus on YOU in every part of the resume.

 Connecting to the essays  Your entire application should tell one unified story with a few chosen themes. So, in your resume, reemphasize the specific strengths that you want the ad-com to notice. Your resume should support and accentuate the particular qualities/achievements that are highlighted in your application, especially in the essays. 

Layman directed Eliminate industry-specific or technical jargon from your MBA resume. Even in a job-oriented resume or CV, a preponderance of tech jargon is unwelcome; but in an MBA resume (as in the essays) presenting to a lay audience is critical.

Theme ALL communication is about choosing the right themes and presenting them credibly. Essays, biographies, resumes.. whatever. Bear in mind that your MBA application resume should reflect the themes and achievements that will advance your candidature in the business school/s of your choice.

Substantiate Use the right examples (briefly!) to strengthen and substantiate your claims. Quantify whenever possible. Claims without numbers and/or supporting corroboration will lack value.

Brevity  Keep it short. The shorter it is the more it will be read. Even if the b-school does not specify a maximum length, stick to a single page resume.

Truth Apart from the moral implications, the main issue in not being truthful during the application process, is that the candidate's sincere lack of confidence in his own application shows through. Be honest.

