The Common 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.globalshiksha.com/admissions" Admission Test (CAT) is an entrance exam for the management studies in Indian Institute of Management and various other most popular Indian institutes. CAT is the toughest exam in the world. The Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) on the other hand in an entrance test for management institutes outside of India. CAT and GMAT are both high level entrance exams to pursue a career in the field of management. The CAT exams are conducts by Indian Institutes of Management for entrance to 7 IIM’s located across the country. GMAT is conducted for entrance to management courses offered by colleges in the US and some other English speaking countries.

CAT

Every year more than 250000 students appear in CAT for a very limited number of seats in the 7 IIM’s. The question paper pattern is a multiple choices and there is negative marking for incorrectly answered questions. This question paper is checking the knowledge of the candidates in analytical reasoning, English language and math. To get admission in IIM the only one step is clearing this entrance exam. After this written test candidates have to attend personal interview and group discussion.


GMAT

Business schools across US and in some of the other English speaking countries use the scores obtained in GMAT for the selection criterion for admission in management courses. The test is conducted through the internet and to appear for the exam candidates have to pay $250. The test will measure the verbal, mathematical and analytical skills of candidates. The test is for four hours. The total marks of this exam are 800.
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Test pattern

The main difference for both CAT and GMAT exam is, the exam pattern for the GMAT is more or less fixed pattern. The GMAT test time may vary from 3.5 to 4 hours. But in the CAT exam you never know that what will be the exam pattern, every year the pattern will give a surprise.

Difference between GMAT and CAT

· The CAT and GMAT exams are differing in the level of difficulty and types of questions. While Math section is tougher in CAT and in GMAT is considered tougher in the verbal section.

· CAT is a paper based test paper, but sometimes it will be computer test whereas GMAT is computer adaptive.

· In CAT if you want to go back then you can go back to attempt a question. But in GMAT you have to answer the question that presented on the computer go back is not allowed. 

· CAT is an entrance exam for admission into the IIM’s; but GMAT is for admission in colleges across US and some other English speaking countries.

· The GMAT scores are valid for a period of 5 years, but CAT scores are not valid next year

The Exam pattern Comparisons 
Writing section

GMAT is an analytical writing section is included where you have to write 2 essays. This is absent in CAT. The CAT doesn't have sectional time allocations.

Sectional Cut off

In GMAT, there are no fixed sectional cut offs but in CAT there is a fixed cut off that depends on the exam pattern.

Number of questions to be attempted

In the GMAT exam there is penalty for not answering a question. But in the CAT exam there is no negative mark for those questions that you are not attempting.

Weight age of each Question

In CAT most of the questions are fixed. But in GMAT difficulty level of the next question depends on your correctness of answer in the current question.

