	 
	RULES AND REGULATIONS

The Matriculation Schools in Tamil Nadu form a separate category of their own with a separate identity, and cater to the special educational needs of people. All such schools in Tamil Nadu and in the Union Territory of Pondicherry were once affiliated to the University of Madras. Later, when Madurai University was established, the Matriculation Schools in its area were automatically transferred to it for affiliation. 

The Syndicate of Madras University unanimously decided a few years ago that the Universities need no longer control Matriculation Schools and suggested that this responsibility might as well be taken off their shoulders. The Government of Tamil Nadu gave due consideration to this suggestion and decided after careful consideration that the Matriculation Schools might be transferred to the control of the Director of School Education and a separate Board of Matriculation Schools might be formed with the Director of School Education as its Chairman for the purpose of giving the necessary direction and guidance to these schools. This decision was communicated in G.O. Ms.No. 2816, Education, dated 29th November 1976. On the basis of the suggestions of the Director of School Education, Government ordered the constitution of the Board of Matriculation Schools in G.O. Ms. No. 1720, Education, dated 25th July 1977 and also defined the terms, conditions and functions of the Board. An Inspectorate of Matriculation Schools was also formed in G.O.Ms.No. 2678, Education, dated 29th December 1977 with an Inspector in the rank of a District Educational Officer and the necessary ministerial staff. 

The Matriculation Schools are allowed to retain their original structure and hence they are permitted to levy fees and as such they are not eligible for any grant. The Matriculation Schools in general have the freedom to adopt their own curriculum and make innovations that suit their needs, except during the last two years when they have to adopt the common curriculum as they prepare their students for the public examinations. Along with the other schools in the State, the Matriculation Schools have also switched over to the 10 +2 pattern and at the plus two or higher secondary stage they have adopted the common curriculum and syllabus in unison with the other types of schools recognized by the State. The Matriculation Examination which was formerly conducted by the University is now conducted at the end of Standard X by the Director of Government Examinations who will also conduct the Higher Secondary Public Examination at the end of Standard XII for all types of schools from 1979 – 80 onwards. English alone has been the medium of instruction in the Matriculation Schools so far and they are permitted to retain this structure also. In this context, it is worth mentioning that the Matriculation Schools of Tamil Nadu have established a name and a standard for themselves by their academic efficiency. 

At the first meeting held on 18th February 1978 with the Director of School Education in the Chair, the Board of Matriculation Schools decided that a Code of Regulations might be compiled for these schools and appointed an eight – member Sub-Committee for the purpose. The Committee was asked to present the draft code for the Board’s approval. The draft code was circulated to the Heads of all Matriculation Schools for their valuable comments and suggestions. The Code as now finally adopted by the Tamil Nadu Board of Matriculation Education, is therefore the result of the combined wisdom of all the persons involved in Matriculation Education. 

It is hoped that this code which provides for the orderly progress of these schools and also for the normal service conditions of the staff will usher in an era of progress and development for these institutions. 




