Keeping long-standing coalition partner BJP out his pet political agenda, the Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar gave a clarion call to the people of Bihar to take their fight against the Centre for the special status to Delhi for its logical conclusion.

Addressing a massive Adhikar rally at the historic Gandhi Maidan in Patna on Sunday, Nitish appealed to all the Biharis to march to Delhi in March next year to press the UPA government for undoing the injustice meted out to the state over the years by accepting its demand.

"We will fill the Ramlila ground in Delhi just the way we have done at the Gandhi Maidan on Sunday if our just demand is not met," he stated. "The Centre cannot go on discriminating against Bihar any longer. Whichever government comes at the power should give us the special status. It is our right. We shall have it."

Nitish reeled out facts and figures to stress how Bihar  had lagged behind other states on different parameters of development. "It is true that Bihar has been achieving double-digit growth in recent years but even at that rate, it will take another 25 years to catch up with the national average," he said. "The people of Bihar, especially the youth are not ready to wait for so long."

Narendra Modi was greeted with a rousing welcome when he arrived in Patna on Sunday.

JD-U's rally, however, saw no participation of the leaders from the Bharatiya Janata Party, the party's coalition partner in the state government, even though both the parties have had similar views on the special status issue. But Nitish chose to hold the rally without involving the BJP in it.

Political observers believed it had been done deliberately by him to keep the issue 'exclusive' to his party. "If the NDA government headed by BJP comes to power at the Centre in the 2014 general election , it will have no choice but to accept Nitish's demand," said a state BJP leader, wishing anonymity. "But if the UPA returns to power, he may be in a position to bargain with it the Congress over the issue. He will benefit in either case and will be credited with forcing the Centre to accept the demand."

Political observers believe that Nitish's decision to hold a rally in Delhi next year is part of his conscious decision to put up a show of his own political strength without the prop of BJP in the national capital. In recent years, the JD(U)-BJP coalition ties have been under strain over the issue of NDA's prime ministerial candidate in the 2014 general election. Nitish does not want Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi to be declared the next prime ministerial candidate of NDA but there has been no assurance from the BJP leadership yet that Modi will not be in the race.

JD-U has already said that any move to project Modi as the PM-in-waiting will end their 16-year-old ties. Its leaders have also projected Nitish as a better prime ministerial candidate than Modi given his 'secular' image. They also assert that Nitish will be the most acceptable PM candidate in the event of a fractured verdict which will leave both the Congress and the BJP in no position to form the government.

Political grapevine has it that the emotive issue of special status to Bihar will enable Nitish to switch alliance seamlessly. He has already declared in the past that he would go with any party that will meet his demand.

The BJP leadership apparently does not want Nitish to walk away with the credit for the special status issue. The party has already planned its own Hunkar rally on this issue in April next year to underline the fact that it is equally concerned with the underdevelopment of Bihar.

Interestingly, Nitish's rally coincided with Modi's visit to Patna who came to mourn the demise of party stalwart Kailashpati Mishra who had passed away on Saturday. The presence of Modi lifted the spirits of many BJP workers who hailed him as the future prime minister.

Modi had last visited Bihar in June 2010 when Nitish had cancelled a dinner in honour of senior BJP leaders in protest against the publication of his old photograph with Modi in a newspaper advertisement. That had sowed the seeds of differences between the two parties which seemed to be getting bigger by the day.
