


Welcome from the Medical Director

We live in an era of great change in medicine and medical education. There are many more
medical graduates around the world and a rapidly escalating demand to train them to the level
that high quality patient care demands. However, the structure and capacity of postgraduate
training programmes vary greatly around the world and some doctors find it difficult to secure
accredited training positions. As a consequence, medical migration is now an established feature
of global medicine. Against this background, and irrespective of country of training, patients,
employers and regulators need to be assured that doctors have the knowledge and skills to
deliver the best patient care, and doctors need to be able to stand out in a competitive and
international field.

Professor Andrew Elder
Medical Director, MRCP(UK)

The MRCP(UK) portfolio of postgraduate medical examinations tests the knowledge and skills
that all patients want their doctors to have: making a correct diagnosis, planning effective and
appropriate treatment, communicating with respect and sensitivity, and maintaining a constant
awareness of patient safety.

Knowing that the essential qualities that make a good doctor are the same in any country, we
have worked with medical colleagues over many years to develop qualifications that provide an
international benchmark of attainment in medical knowledge, clinical judgement and bedside
clinical skills. Physicians who pass MRCP(UK) examinations benefit from enhanced career
prospects, and their patients can be assured of excellent care.

As a result, thousands of international physicians each year choose to acquire the MRCP(UK) and
Specialty Certificate Examination (SCE) qualifications provided by the Federation of Royal Colleges
of Physicians of the United Kingdom to demonstrate their standards of medical practice.

Our goal is to work with our international partners to extend these opportunities as widely as
possible, for the benefit of the profession, local and national healthcare systems, hospitals,
doctors and patients. We are always looking for new ways to collaborate with, learn from and
support our international colleagues.

| hope this guide provides useful information, and inspires your interest in our examinations and
the many ways in which we can collaborate.

Professor Andrew Elder
Medical Director, MRCP(UK)



About MRCP(UK) and the Federation of Royal Colleges of Physicians of the UK

The Federation of Royal Colleges of Physicians of the UK is a partnership
between the:

B Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, established in 1681

B Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, established in 1599
B Royal College of Physicians of London, established in 1512.

The colleges work together to support the development of physicians throughout their
postgraduate careers. Collectively, they represent over 54,000 physicians worldwide
and provide an invaluable professional network, opportunities to share best practice
and high quality continuing medical education.

MRCP(UK) coordinates the development and delivery of medical examinations for the
Federation and is led by highly qualified clinicians — hundreds of whom work on the
examinations, generating the content, debating each question and scenario through
analysis of the evidence and detailed peer review, and overseeing the quality and
conduct of every clinical bedside assessment.

MRCP(UK) is supported by more than 70 non-clinical staff with expertise in assessment
methodology, medical editing and data analysis, who also provide an efficient service to
physicians and candidates involved in the examinations, wherever in the world they are
based.




Membership of the Royal Colleges of Physicians

MRCP(UK) examinations

(UK) Diploma

Over 25,000 candidates sit MRCP(UK) examinations every year. Passing each
is a significant milestone, providing confirmation of a physician’s progress at key

T ‘ _ . . . This examination is known generally as “MRCP(UK)” or more simply, “The Membership”.
stages of their training, and is an achievement in which successful candidates

take great pride. The aim of the three-part MRCP(UK) Diploma is to identify physicians who have acquired
the necessary professional knowledge, skills and attitudes to benefit from a programme
All our examinations are: of higher specialist training. In the UK it is the only high-stakes assessment of internal

medicine knowledge and skills that a trainee must pass before achieving consultant status.
mandatory for progression through core or specialty training in the UK
Doctors can first attempt the examination 12 months following award of their primary
medical qualification. Importantly, they do not need to be enrolled in an accredited training
conducted in English programme to enter. Part 1 must be attempted first, and the remaining two parts sat in
either order.

mapped to the UK curricula for core medical and specialist medical training

produced with a high level of academic rigour

recognised and valued as an international benchmark for physicians. Trainees who pass all three parts fulfil the requirements for the MRCP(UK) Diploma and are

permitted to use the letters MRCP(UK) as a postnominal.
This diagram shows the training timeline of a UK physician in training and where
the examinations fit.
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MRCP(UK) Part 1 Examination The examinations and our specialist society partners are:

The MRCP(UK) Part 1 examination is designed to assess a candidate’s knowledge — —
and understanding of the clinical sciences underpinning medical practice and of core SCEs Specialist societies
diseases and presentations. This knowledge is an essential base for clinical reasoning

and for further learning during postgraduate training. Acute medicine Society for Acute Medicine
. . . Dermatology British Association of Dermatologists
MRCP(UK) Part 2 Written Examination
Endocrinology and diabetes Association of British Clinical Diabetologists

The Part 2 written examination tests a candidate’s ability to apply clinical reasoning

. . . . . o Society for Endocrinolo
and demonstrate sound judgement in relation to the selection of investigations, the y 9y

interpretation of clinical information including test results, the plans for acute and longer Gastroenterology British Society of Gastroenterology
term management, and the assessment of prognosis across a broad range of medical
conditions. Geriatric medicine British Geriatrics Society
This examination may be attempted by physicians who have passed MRCP(UK) Part 1 Infectious diseases British Infection Association
within the previous seven years. It may be taken before or after the Part 2 clinical , L .
e p y Y Medical oncology The Association of Cancer Physicians
examination.
L L Nephrology The Renal Association

MRCP(UK) Part 2 Clinical Examination

. .. . . . Neurolo Association of British Neurologists
Practical Assessment of Clinical Examination Skills (PACES) e g

Palliative medicine Association for Palliative Medicine

While it is vital to test a physician’s basic and applied medical knowledge, it is equally o
important to assess bedside skills in a rigorous, objective and reproducible manner, as of Great Britain and Ireland
these are fundamental to high quality patient care.

Respiratory medicine British Thoracic Society

The MRCP(UK) Part 2 clinical examination (PACES) allows candidates to demonstrate Rheumatology The British Society for Rheumatology
their ability to assess a patient through talk and touch, to think on their feet and to
communicate effectively and sensibly with their patients and colleagues. Crucially, real
patients with real physical findings participate in the examination and each candidate

is assessed by 10 senior physicians — features that make PACES the most robust
assessment of bedside skills in postgraduate medical training available anywhere in the
world.

These quallifications are mandatory for specialty trainees
in the UK and demonstrate to patients, employers

and regulators that the physician has the necessary
knowledge to practise unsupervised as a consultant.

Specialty Certificate Examinations There are no specific eligibility requirements for

. . i o ) ] candidates not in UK training, but only candidates who
In collaboration with specialist societies in the UK, the Federation offers 12 Specialty

ossess MRCP(UK) and complete a UK-based trainin
Certificate Examinations (SCEs) for physicians who are about to complete their training b , (UK) p . 9
) . . programme in the same specialty are permitted to use
and take up practice as independent specialists.

the postnominal of MRCP(UK) (Specialty).



Our international profile

MRCP(UK) examinations are now offered in more than 100 locations
around the world and over 25,000 doctors take the examinations
each year.

In some countries, for example Hong Kong, our examinations are a
mandatory part of training and assessment. In those where they are
not mandatory, they are recognised by regulators and employers as
indicating high level knowledge and skills, particularly when passed
in conjunction with a period of supervised or accredited training.
Whether mandatory or not, successful candidates recognise them as
a valued qualification and key driver to their learning.

We have developed extensive understanding of the training
requirements for doctors in many countries and work closely with
local employers and regulators to refine the support we can provide. m

Our partnership activities include:

development of joint curricula and assessment
packages for core and specialty trainees

What can the Federation of Royal B help with integrating MRCP(UK) examinations in

Colleges of Physicians of the UK offer? national training systems
B opportunities for international trainees to spend time

in the UK, through the Medical Training Initiative (MTI)

MRCP(UK) and our partner organisation, the Joint Royal Colleges

of Physicians Training Board (JRCPTB), work together to build programme
comprehensive packages of training, assessment and curricula, B support with faculty development, such as Training
which can be delivered anywhere in the world. the Trainer courses

B the opportunity to work with global education partners
Our examinations are valuable, either as stand-alone benchmarks to deliver joint examinations

of knowledge and skills or when taken as part of a fully accredited
training programme. We are therefore actively seeking international
partners to collaborate in the delivery of the examinations, and the
creation of tailored structures for accreditation of programmes,
institutions and individuals.

B access to a network of global examination delivery
centres

B support in the planning and delivery of MRCP(UK)
Diploma and Specialty Certificate Examinations

B support for candidates preparing for MRCP(UK)
examinations.



Integrating MRCP(UK) qualifications into your training system

WMRCP(UK) in setiting up the MRCP(UK)
diploma locally without the need to go overseas. 1he

upport of the hospital management team is essentia

In the UK, MRCP(UK) qualifications are part of the core training and assessment process for all internal medicine
trainees. The standard of knowledge and skills required to pass our qualifications is such that they are often seen as
an international benchmark, and a number of international bodies adopt both the MRCP(UK) Diploma and SCEs as
their official clinical standards. This is achieved by integrating MRCP(UK) examinations into national training schemes,
either alone, or in association with local assessments, in a conjoint qualification.

We support international partners by identifying how MRCP(UK) qualifications alone or in combination with structured
training can support the provision of high quality care in each local environment. We recognise the diverse nature of
regulatory and employment structures around the world and can tailor our input to match local requirements. Working
collaboratively, we provide a means of ensuring that doctors recruited to public or private health facilities achieve their

true potential and meet the highest international standards of knowledge and clinical skills.

Getting involved with delivery — could you host the PACES examination?

We work in partnership with many hospitals around the world to deliver the PACES bedside clinical skills examination.

At MRCP(UK) we provide a high level of logistical and administrative support for all our international partners delivering T am honoured To have been 3 part o

these examinations. Our academic team works to ensure that the content and assessment of our examinations are the Federation’s PACES examinations for thel

relevant to the needs of different national trainee profiles, while maintaining the high standards we set in the UK and Uast 13 years at two centres in Cairo. | have learned

internationally. Experienced international administrators, and our large team of senior international examiners, provide rom the conlinuous development and improvement input

support in patient selection and the creation of content to test communication skills that are relevant to your own ihe federation has made lothe evaluation process. ensurin
ompetency and justice. Myself and the attending Egyptia

7l

locality.

Ibenefits through the transfer of knowledge, discipline and ethics. We

Many major hospitals around the world regard the opportunity to host PACES as an important sign of their commitment have benefitted considerably and value the diversity of candidates)

to excellence in assessment. Should your hospital wish to do so, we will guide you carefully through the planning and
proud to be a respected outreach centre for the Federation tol

set-up processes and provide the necessary financial support. Our input will continue thereafter with the ongoing work
lhelp spread its mission on advancement of medical education

of our operational teams, who carry out key tasks and help to ensure that everything runs smoothly from the point of
candidates’ initial application right through to the processing of examination results.

[Cairo PA entres, Professor of Internal Medicine

iCairo University, Egypt

If you are already delivering our examinations and would like to learn more about how
to integrate them into your national training system, or are interested in setting up a new
PACES centre, please contact us at policy.officer@mrcpuk.org



Case studies

Singapore
The Federation, through MRCP(UK) and JRCPTB, works ISP s vitees) il e
with a number of international organisations including SlEpeEEn isiene] 2uinsfies o gller ) of ~ETT
universities, hospitals, colleges and governmental those enrolled in the Master of Medicine Programme S
bodies. Together we promote the highest academic and MMed (Internal Medicine) to sit joint MMed/MRCP(UK) he Federation has agreed with Landspitali,
Diploma examinations as part of core training in Internal

professional standards, excellent patient care and public
health.

and assessment Into thelr core training and gualifications fo

onysiclians. IS INVOIVES

Medicine. Many candidates also undertake a preparatory

course for a Joint Final Master of Medicine {Internal
Medicine)/MRCP{UK) PACES examination annually.

The SCE in Acute Medicine has also been made a

formal part of the advanced internal medical
residency programme.

If you are interested in developing a combined package of
training and assessment, or would just like to learn more
about opportunities for working with MRCP(UK), we would
be delighted to hear from you.

he Hong Kong College of Physiciang

Contact has been responsible for examinations and

raining since . It wanted to develop a nationally led

ystem that was still linked to the internationally recognised

standards supported by overseas examinations.

Professor Andrew Elder, Medical Director, MRCP(UK)

Email: andrew.elder@mrcpuk.org

0 achieve this aim, in 1994, the HKCP worked with MRCP(UK)|

Address: 11 St Andrews Place, Regent’s Park, 0 develop a system of joint examinations. Within this
London, NW1 4LE brogramme, a pass in the joint MRCPUK)-HKCP examination

Tel: +44 (0)20 3075 1533 and three years of accredite

ecame the requirements for admission as a Member
of the HKCP. This is now the recognised highel

w.mrcpuk.org ualification for entry to Higher Physician

raining In the medical specialities

Royal College of
Physicians of Edinburgh
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Educating doctors, improving care.
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